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PUBLIC EVENTS. 



During the last month, our relations to- 
the different powers of Europe, have con- 
tinued to be of the most pacific kind. As 
we anticipated, the war in Peru has at 
length terminated in the- overthrow of 
Spanish tyranny, and in the establishment 
of liberty in the land of the Incas. The 
recognition of the different South Ameri- 
can Republics, has opened up new chan- 
nels to British spirit and enterprise. 

The intelligence from India is calculate 
ed to excite alarm. There has been not 
merely a spirit of insubordination, but an 
actual mutiny in the native army. The 
Government of thirty millions of men sunk 
in the depths of superstition, and smart- 
ing under the lash of conquest, requires a 
continuation of wisdom, vigour, and pru- 
dence, united to an enlightened spirit of 
liberality. 

In the United States of America, Mr. 
Adams has been elected to the President's 
chair; an appointment which has given 
general satisfaction. 

In the West Indies the spirit of insurrec- 
tion continues to prevail. An insurrection 
in the Island-pf St. Thomas was discover- 
ed, in time to prevent the atrocities to 
which it might have led. 

With respect to Greece — that land of 
heroes' graves, — the last month has brought 
us little additional information. It has 
been generally reported that the Emperor 
of Russia has peremptorily refused his as- 



sent to any proposition acknowledging the 
independence of that interesting country- 
We expected no less from the autocrat of 
the Russias. : The Ottoman despots are 
making preparations to renew their tyran- 
nical campaign against the cause of liberty. 
An attenrpt has been made on the life of 
the Grand Seignior; and the splendour of 
the crescent has been dimmed by the blood 
of rebellious Janissaries. 

France, occupied in all probability in the 
splendours attendant upon the coronation 
of Charles X., remains tranquil. 

In England the mania for Joint Stock 
Companies is upon the decline. The Legis- 
lature have wisely determined not to inter- 
, fere ; and the recent speculations. afford an 
additional proof of the growing wealth and ' 
increasing prosperity of the country. 

With respect to this portion of the king- 
dom — societies, whether Orange or Roman 
Catholic, have been quietly suppressed by 
the Bill respecting unlawful societies in 
Ireland. The leaders, in both instances, 
have wisely made their bows, addressed 
their supporters temperately and respect- 
fully, and thenj-etired. 

At present, the proposed Bill for the 
Emancipation of our Roman Catholic 
brethren, the second reading of which is 
fixed for the 19th of this month, occupies 
the attention both of the friends and op- 
ponents of that measure.. 



PROGRESS OF THE ARTS AND SCIENCES. 



BELFAST MECHANICS' INSTITUTE. 

In the first Number of the Magazine, 
we offered some remarks on the import* 
ance of Mechanics' Institutions, and re- 
commended the formation of one in Bel- 
fast. We now feel pleasure in stating, 
that efficient measures have been adopted 
for carrying this important object into ef- 
fect, a public meeting having been held in 
the Exchange,; on the 21st ult., at which 
the establishment of such an association 
in this place was agreed on ; and two Com- 
mittees were appointed, one to draw up 
rules and regulations for conducting the 
affairs of the Institute, and. the other to 
take steps for procuring the necessary 
funds. The first Committee is to submit 
a draughtpf the regulations to a General 
Meeting, to be held in the beginning of 
- May, when they will be adopted or amended 
as may appear best to the members at large. 

,. We trust that the wonted liberality of 
our townsmen, and of the gentlemen a- 
round us, will be extended to this establish- 
ment, which seems likely to be of so much 
advantage to this town, and to the sur- 



rounding country. The gentlemen who- 
are engaged in manufactures in particular, 
are fully impressed, we have no doubt,, 
with the importance of having the merr 
whom they employ, intelligent and well 
acquainted with the principles and prac- 
tice of the various occupations in which 
they are engaged : and we trust these gen- ' 
tlemen will contribute liberally to the ob- 
jects of the Institute. One of the most 
important of these objects is the formation 
of a Library. To courses of lectures, the 
artisans in this place have already had ac- 
cess, but we fear that few of them have had 
the means of consulting approved books. 
A strong effort should be made, therefore, 
to raise a considerable sum of money for 
this purpose, and to procure donations of 
useful works, on Science and Art. Mo- 
dels and apparatus should also be procured 
as soon as circumstances may permit ; and 
in respect to this, much may be done by 
the artisans themselves, many of whom 
will be able to construct articles of this 
kind, which they will doubtless present to 
the Institute. » 



